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-WORKERS BARKER 

ROUND 1: POLAND DOWN 


The imperialist war has begun. Workers of the British and 
French empires, of Poland, of Greater Germany, are already plunged 
into the slaughter* The Soviet Union is being drawn in. Other na¬ 
tions hold'to a “Neutrality; 1 which consists chiefly of war prepara¬ 
tions and negotiations about entry. The war has already spread a- 
cross Europe. 

This is no war of “dictatorships against democracies"} war is 
too serious a business, to bring in stale jokes like bourgeois demo¬ 
cracy* England and Germany have alike ended democratic rights of 
speech and press, legal guarantees as to search warrants and trials. 
On both sides of the Maginot line, it is illegal for an employer to 
offer higher wages voluntarily, without government consent. Two na¬ 
ked sets of bourgeois dictatorships face each other. 

There is death at the front, from artillery and machine-guns - 
military experts point out that France’s Rhine operations, which are 
already costing hundreds of lives, are merely a routine “reconnais¬ 
sance in force", not a real attack. There is death at the rear from 
air-raids - on the seas from torpedos - everywhere, from accidents 
due to war-time speed-up or blackout. But these are toilers’ deaths 
only; to date, one general has died, and no bankers. 

The British-French Combine • 


On one ,side stand the dictatorships of Daladier and Chamberlain 
with their aides. They control the seas effectively for the pres¬ 
ent. They have a strong colonial base for raw materials, and a good 
industrial plant for manufacturing finished munitions. To date, the 
Allied air-force has made several raids with considerable effect on 
Germany, with no effective retaliation* For the moment, they have 
control of the air. A German offensive through the Maginot line in¬ 
to France would be suicidal. 

Behind England, are arrayed several small “comprador-imperial- 
ists", neutral to date but ruled by British finance* Most important 
are Holland and Belgium, almost insignificant is Portugal and its 
patch-work empire. Other forces on which England can draw will be 
taken up further on. 

On the other side of the lines, Germany is in a comparatively 
shaky position. According to reports, German munitions have not 
been able to institute mass production without ruining the quality 
of the product. The 1934-issue machine-gun, which gave “excellent" 
(i.e., blood-curdling) results in tests, is almost useless due to 
fast*tempo production defects. According to the Chicago “Times”, 
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Germany expects to run short of manufactured products within five 
or six months of war* 

•: • , 

As for raw materials, she is in an even worse position. Of the 
22 essential materials needed,for war, Germany produces only 4. And 
of the remainder, many cannot he supplied either by her Balkan al¬ 
lies or by Soviet Russia. Her yearly food-import amounts to >#390- 
000,000, and only a small part of this will be made up by her Polish 
conquests. Oo top of this, Germany has had in the real struggle of 
the war, consistent reversals. Her submarine blockade has not been 
too efficient, even before England institutes a convoy service. The 
West Wall has yielded dangerously in spots. The Polish "blitzkrieg" 
bogged down in East Polish mud, and was saved only by the Soviet in¬ 
tervention. 

Theoretically, Germany neither could nor would fight Britain’s 
superior force. The Hitler-Stalin pact is not responsible; for, as 
the London "Economist” pointed out, the Soviet will have little or 
no exportable surplus in the goods needed for war. As for Italy and 
Japan, the famous "axis powers" are standing clear, more likely to 
gang against Hitler than for him. The backbone of the German war- 
machine is not in Germany - to find it, the background of the war 
must be examined. 

The Role of the U.S. 

For years, Marxists have pointed out that the aim of U.S. imp¬ 
erialism was an alliance of Germany-Soviet Union-America against the 
British Empire. Against this, Britain has repeatedly bought Germany 
off from U.S. allegiance by gifts of territory and offers to divide 
the Soviet Union.. (Austria, Munich, etc.). But in the Danzig crisis, 
when Britain proved unwilling to offer the full concessions needed 
by German capitalism, Hitler was forced to turn to tne U.So 

The burocratic regime in the Soviet Union was used as the ave¬ 
nue of communication. Cast off in turn by British and French bosses 
as its usefulness ended, Stalin’s machine sought U.S. support, even 
going so far as to lavishly praise Batista, Wall St’s Cuban agent 
who shoots down Stalinists ruthlessly. And the Hitler-Stalin pact 
was the turning-point of the Danzig negotiations that precipitated 
the outbreak of the war. 

Pipeline to Detroit. Michigan 

Stalin could offer Hitler nothing in finished products; only a 
few of the needed raw materials. As for man-power, the Soviet is as 
aPt to be a liability as an asset to an "ally" once she is fairly in 
the war. For the imperialist war bids fair to unleash the open civ¬ 
il war between the workers and bourgeois elements within the Soviet 
Union - But one thing Stalin could offer to Hitler? a clear line a- 
cross*Asia to Vladivostok; a line of interlocking naval defenses to 
the big U.S. Unalaska naval line and thence to U.S. factories. 
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The U.Se wants a "cheap war", in which she uses smaller German 
imperialism to hammer England down, so that when America does enter, 
it will he against a weakened foe* England's only way of preventing 
that is to cut the line between Asia and the U.S* With Poland gone, 
Japan may well be used to cut the frans-3ib above Mongolia or attack 
Vladivostok from the sea* Such Japanese "aggression” could easily 
be the excuse for American entry* 

Strategy Against the Strategists 

This is a war of world empires* England is counting on sup¬ 
plies from her colonies to her manufacturing base at home, and from 
there to the battlefields* The U.S. will ship men and materials v.f 
colonies and home to the war-front slaughter* The strategy of each 
boss camp is 3-fold: cut off the enemy’s colonies, get the enemy's 
base out of commission, win the battlefields* 

That’s good strategy* It's worth using against both sides* The 
road for the workers is also 3-fold* Revolutionary struggle in the 
colonies* Take the Chinese defense out of the hands of Roosevelt's 
tool, Chiang Kai-Shek, and make it a revolutionary war against all 
imperialism* Reenforce the struggle in Latin America, in India, in 
Africa* On the home front, strike munitions, demonstrate against 
war moves, use mass action against drafts and regimentation. And on 
the battlefield, fraternization with the "enemy” rank-and-file, a 
fight against army discipline and maltreatment. 

As long as there are bosses, there will be bosses war. It 
goes with the breed. The profit system brings war for profits, and 
destruction of human culture and civilization. We must fight on all 
fronts against the bosses and their war, and fight to win. To get 
peace, overthrow capitalism, set up a world workers’ state* 


CORR ECTING AN ERROR 

Past issues of the Workers Banner have contained articles with 
certain false points which the Communist Workers Group has correct¬ 
ed* The open letter of Roosevelt to Hitler proposing "opening the 
world markets” was not rejected as we said: negotiations have cer¬ 
tainly followed, resulting in the Hitler-Stalin pact. Further, on 
the signing of the Stalin-Hitler pact, the Banner stated that this 
would lead either to a new Munich and new regroupments, or to a U.S. 
German rapprochement which would also take some time* 

In actuality, the U.S* role as main force driving toward war 
would and did act to speed imperialist war, once the decisive link 
was forged* The Group seriously underestimated the imperialist tem¬ 
po, the speed with which the bosses were plunging toward war as the 
only solution to their difficulties. In the present issue, these 
errors have been eliminated, 

8e.pt 27, 1933 
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NEUTRALITY COVERS A MULTITUDE OF GUNS 


U.S. imperialism is vitally interested in the imperialist war 
in Europe. Like every imperialist power, the U.3. ha3 been driving 
toward a war to redivide the earth as the only possible method of 
prolonging its existence. The outcome of the war, therefore, is a 
life-and-death question for the U.S. imperialists.' 

The bloody massacre now going on in Europe is obviously the re¬ 
sult of the decay and contradictions of capitalism. Berman capital¬ 
ism, its economy bankrupt, its capitalist class able to maintain it¬ 
self in power only by the use of the most brutal terror against the 
working class, must find new markets and fields of exploitation or 
be overthrown. English imperialism, ruling and exploiting one quar¬ 
ter of the territory in the world, could not even find work for the 
unemployed in the British isles. Erance was worse off. They could 
not permit German expansion into their markets and spheres of influ¬ 
ence. After vain attempts to come to agreement and ! 'solve" their 
problems at the expense of the Soviet Union and the U.3., these im¬ 
perialist conflicts have exploded into armed struggle. 


The U.S. is one of the two most powerful imperialist nations? 
yet it has the fewest outright colonies. To "solve" its problems, 
the U.S. must reorganize the world. Its main obstacle is British 
imperialism, vrtiich has the largest colonial empire on earth„ 

Anglo-Saxon Brotherhood ? 

Despite the much-talked-of Anglo-Saxon brotherhood, the milita¬ 
ry and diplomatic steps of U.S. imperialism have been of such a cha¬ 
racter that only British imperialism could be the expected enemy. 
Immediately after the world war, the U.S. began sabotage of the 
League of Nations, s&t up by England to defend her colonial empire 
and her war gains. In the last few years, U.S. imperialism has es¬ 
tablished a rival to the League - the Pan-American Conference, whi ch 
ia the last word so far in the interpretation of the Monroe doc¬ 
trine. In April, 1939, in a subtle note to Hitler and Mussolini, 
Roosevelt asked them to keep the peace in return for American at¬ 
tempts to convoke a world conference to open markets and raw mater¬ 
ial sources to all nations on a free and equal basis. England and 
her allies and satellites control the main closed markets of the 
earth* 

Roosevelt has proclaimed a "limited emergency". The government 
is being prepared for war. civil administration is abolished in the 
Panama Canal Zone, and Major-General Stone made military governor. 
Additional troops and ships have been rushed to Panama, Porto Rico c 
and the Philippines^ 
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The armed forces have heen increased by 100,000, as follows: 
Army ------ from 210,000 men to 227,@00 

Navy -- - 116,000 « to 145,000 

Karine corps - - " 19,000 " tc 25,000 

National guard - " 190,000 " to 235,000 

Lab cr»Bai ting Begins 

150 men have been added tc the secret service, nominally to 
track down "foreign spies", in reality to be used against the work¬ 
ing class. In many cities, "bomb squads" are being formed to smash 
labor unions as in the last war. WPA. workers are forced, on pain of 
losing their jobs, to sign loyalty pledges stating that they do not 
advocate overthrow of the government or belong to organizations that 
advocate it. 


The cabinet has been enlarged - to better centralize and con¬ 
trol government loans, security exchanges, and the unemployed. The 
additions are Jesse Jones (REC head), J.11. Carmcdy (Works Department 
head), and Paul V. McNutt (in charge of securities). 


The first 
Easil Harris 


T.K. Smith 

W.R. Burgess 
Earle Bailie 

Jacob Viner 
W.W. Riefler 
W.W. Stewart 


"dollar-a-year" men are already with the Treasury’ 
Interests Rost 

Vice-president of U.S. Lines Assistant secretary in 

charge of customs, and 
"neutrality” enforce- 


St, Louis broker and Liberty 
Loan campaigner in last war 
National City Bank 
J.W. Seligman & Co. 

Formerly in Treasury 
Formerly Federal Reserve Bank 
Formerly.Federal Reserve Bank 


ment, 

"Coordinate Treasury 
and banking problems". 
"Financial expert" 
Advisor on foreign ex¬ 
change. 

"Economist" 

"Economist" 

"Economist" 


The State Department has organized a "Special Division" for Eu¬ 
ropean problems. The Department of Agriculture has formed a war 
council of; H. Lazo, head of Cooperative Food Distributors, an asso¬ 
ciation of 20,080 independent grocers; cotton-trader W.L. Claytons 
meat-packer T. E. Wilson (Wilson & Co); E. Smith, president of the 
Illinois Agricultural Assn.; and Bingham, publisher of the Louis- 
ville Co ur.ie r-Jo ur n al. A lehman Bros, partner has been added to the 
War Resources Board. 


WhatjOnd of War 


These moves show clearly what kind of war is being prepared. 
The handful of bankers and big business men will get soft jobs in 
Washington, directing the war in safety and using it to enrich them¬ 
selves o The mass of workers and farmers will be conscripted to die 
: ; n the trenches, or sped-up and regimented in the factories. Coin- 









ORGANIZATIONS PARTICIPATING IN THE UNITED FRONT COMMITTEE: 


Marxian Labor College; Eox 5, .54 South Peoria Street 
Socialist Union Party, _G.301 Boston. , Road, New lor^, City 
Revolutionary Workers peague (Revolt) 1808 West North.Avenue 
Plebian Forum, 34 South. Peoria Street • 

Revolutionary Workers League, (Fighting Worker) 1904 W. Division otf, 
Communist Workers Group, 1539 North Paulina Street ^ 

Chicago Workers Security Federation ■(Unemployed)» Lisu oi ^ocals 
and meeting places follows: 


LOCAL NO. 
1 - 

5- 

6 - 
1S 
23 

35 

36 

44 

45 
48 
59 


MEETING PLACE MEETING NIGHT 

-1717 North Fairfield, (church basement)—Mondays 

-955 West Grand (Chicago Commons)-Thursday 

-4030 South State---Mondays 

-Temporarily out of meeting place-Fridays 

-5700 South Prairie Avenue-- — —-Fridays 

-3201 South Wabash (settlement house)--**-Mondays 

-800 South Halstod (Hull House)------'Mondays 

-700 Oakwood Blvd*(Lincoln Center) 4th-Floor) Fridays 

-1714 West Madison (second Floor)-Tuesdays 

-45l East 35th Street-Tuesdays 

-3201 South Wabash (settlement House)-Thursday 


59A_451 East 35th Street- 

50_-_4144 South Parkway (basement) 

@_2649 South Lawndale--- 


Thursday 
Tuesdays 
1st Thursday 


* 

(Please see other side) 




























BY SPREADING THE WORKERS' REVOLUTION 


War is coming. We will be thrown into the trenches, 
get pay-cuts, "be gagged. Fight against bosses warl 


? WHAT'S BEHIND THE HITLER-STALIN PACT? 


The Soviet Union is a workers’ state, Among other 
things, it’s helped to cut out hate against race or 
color and make them eqUal, 

Why did Stalinism make a pact with Nazism, one of 
the worst race-haters? 


Such pacts weaken the Soviet workers. They are 
pushed thru by the boss class elements in the Sov¬ 
iet Union who are struggling to smash the Soviets, 

DEFEND TH E SOVIE T UN/ONI ! I 

BY SENDING AID TO, THOSE SOVIET WORKERS WHO FIGHT 
AGAINST THE BOSS ELEMENTS AND AGENTS, TO REGAIN 
FULL CONTROL BY THE WORKERS 2 


■ MEETING / 

\THURS, AUG. 31 r,M) \ 

' ' 772 W. TAYLOR\ 

n n V O r ’ Q* N 


speakers: 


BILL YOUNG- 

-JOE HADLEY 


: Read the 
1 WORKERS BANNER 
10p a copy 


Communist Workers 

Gro^;^p ) 
1539 North Paulina St, 


ADMISSION FREE! 












































UNITE AGAINST THE DEATH- MERCHANTS l 


The country is organising for war* Relief funds are slashed to throw 
cash-into the war-machine. Eactories are being streamlined for war. 
The M-Day plans are ready for action. A "Hitler plebiscite" is under 
way on the WPA, to throw off the rolls any worker who won't sign up 
to support the government. In spite of the ''Neutrality" Act, Ameri¬ 
can arms will go to every battlefield in Europe via the so-called 
"neutral" nations. 


This war is an imperialist war over markets. Workers gain notning 
from its hunger, misery and death. Only workers revolution against 
the bosses will stop the war. When the U.S. goes to war, we mus ^ 
fip-ht to defeat our real enemies, the U.S. imperialists. We must 
turn the war into a war against our capitalist masters, and set up a 
government of workers councils. 


But that is a job to begin now. Whether workers agree on bustmeg the 
system wide open or not, anybody knows enough to flit oack wnen he s 
kicked in the teeth. We have got to organize united front action by 
all workers' organizations against the bosses' war moves today. 

UNITE AND FIGHT! 


Demonstrate against the giant war budget and the M-Day plansl 

Eight for all war funds to the unemployed! Demonstrate against the 
mobilization of industry for war! Throw the a£my out of your 
factory and the nav y out of yo ur relief check! 

Eight against the "loyalty affidavits" for WPA workers - Eor workers 
rights of free speech, press and assemblageJ l 

Demonstrate against U.S. mil itarism - a gainst the CCC, ROTG, CMTC i 

Apprize for protest strikes in the munitions plants - show the bos- 
sefwe mein business! Don't play the bosses' murder game - - strike 

their war mate rial shipm ents! 

A united front” been organised, and is"oa*ling two demonstrations: 

SATURDAY Sept 30 - 6 P.M. •* NEWBERRY SQ,UARE 
SUNm™ Scf 1, - LINCOLN CENTER, 700 OAKWOOD 

f’irDDort these demonstrations - protest against the bosses m ?T® s ^ or 
wa!T U your organization to join the united front, and build a 
gtrong fight against the war preparations- 


Out soon — Special anti—war 

issue - WORKERS BANNER 


Communist Workers Group 
1539 North Paulina St. 
































Early papers report that England, has declared war on Germany. Hitler’s 
planes rain death on Poland: 1500 are slain. The bosses are'making a- 
nother blood-bath - with our blood. 

- WHAT'S THE REAL CAUSE OF THEWA R? 

England is no more defending little Poland than whe defended little Au¬ 
stria. She's been bargaining to get Hitler as her ally: that’s how he 
got Ausrria, Caechoslovakia. But he's demanding too high a price. 

There is another bidder in the field for Hitler's services, who has 
jacked the price up out of England's reach. 


That bidder is "our" U.S. Don’t believe the papers’ talk: the U.S. be¬ 
gan friendly to Germany in the last war, but entered the war against 
her just the same when it was to her interest. Only the U.S. and Eng¬ 
land are in a position to finance war - and when Hitler fights, it's a 
cinch he’s getting cash from somewhere* That’s what's behind the Hit- 
ler-Stalin pact. Stalin's not much good to Germany for materials, but 
he offers a clear track across Asia for U.S. arms to go to Hitler. The 
main responsibility for war lies on the U.S. bosses. 


Y/hoever wins, we are the loosers. Poland is doomed - as a, prize for 
the victor. "Democracy" is dead in England and Prance. We will be 
sent in: don't believe the fakers who tell you the U.S. will stay out. 
They said that in the last war, too. Our pay will be cut, we will be 
shot down or blown up — for Wall St and LaSalle ot profits. 

W MUST ACT MOW/ 

STRIKE all munitions a.nd munition shipments. Hot a man, not a gun for 
the boss murder feast. DEMONSTRATE against all boss war moves here at 
home - against all militarism. ONLY a- workers government can smash 
the U.S."war plans. EIGHT the U.S. bosses: they, are our mam enemies. 
TURN the bosses' war into a war for a workers government where we the 
workers will run tnings a.nd wipe out the wa.r menace. 


EIGHT AGAINST MILITARISM - - - - BY STRIKES, DEMONSTRATIONS, ACTION . 
DEPEND THE SOVIET UNION BY WORKERS ACTION HERB AT HOME. 

TURN THE IMPERIALIST WARTINTO A WAR AGAINST THE.U.S. BOSSES, EOR A 
VfORKERS COUNCIL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNISM! 


Anti-War Bulletin # 2 
Sept 3, 1939 


Communist Workers Group 
1539 M. Paulina, Chicago 














































HEAR TH E COMMUNI ST WORKERS GROUP 
CMS THE US. GOING TO WAR ? 

Saturd ay, Oct 7 * Hear Soe Hadley expose the war prep¬ 
arations of U.S. imperialism. Hear the real story of 
the U.S. war drive and the workers’ road of action a- 
gainst the war# 

□ D/D THE SOVIET UNION "INVADE"POLAND? 

Saturday . Oct 14 - 'Why did the workers state play the 
bosses' war game? What should the Red Army do in Po¬ 
land? Hear Bill Young on the extension of the October 
Revolution# 


OW/IL THE US. COLONIES SUPPORT THEIR MASTER? 

Saturday . Oct 21 - Can the U*S» give the Philippines 
their independence? Hear Ruth Grant speak on the 
blackout of rights in English colonies, militariz¬ 
ation in U.S. colonies, the revolt of the colonial 
workers# 

OCAN CAPITALISM SURVIVE THE WAR ? 

Saturday . Oct 28 - Kow long can the bosses keep the 
lid down? WiTl~the result be proletarian resolution 
or fascist dictatorship? Hear Jack Ried on the fight 
for a world workers' state. 


In a series of 
four guest 
lectures 
at the - 


' PLEBIAN 
FOR U M 


S. PEORIA 


Bvery Saturday 
in October. 


Attend! 


Read the Workers Banner-- Communist Workers Grou 

Special Anti-War Issue 1539 H. Paulina St. 























The "big shots are brewing a war. The Nazi thugs have tightened their 
grip in Germany. Prance and Ehgland have mobilized, suspended workers * 
rights. They're lining up, preparing to send us -out to fight- for them . 
Roosevelt is in it up to the neck. The Germany-Soviet pact is a step 
toward the U.S. war line-up. Roosevelt's attempt to get Italy to "med¬ 
iate" was a move to get Italy in to bust up any conference. The U.S. 
needs more markets for gO'Ods and capital than any one else* It's the 
main force driving for war, 30 that it can grab off those markets. 


Even if the bosses' conferences don't end in war, it will be at our 
expense* The military powers of the French and British governments 
will be confirmed, New lands will be divided up for Fascist misrule. 


Our kind lords at Washington will cut more cash from the unemployed, 
to build battleships. Bosses*' "peace" is war against the workers. 

WHAT SH OULD WE D O ? 

FIGHT! Don't listen to the fakers who tell you to go into the war for 
"democracy" or.for "Socialism after we've won the war". Don't listen 
to the fakers who tell you to protest and leave it at that. It may be 
bosses' "defense" when MacArtliur conscripts every kid of 12 in the Phil- 
ippines •* when Roosevelt keeps st* fleet in Asiatic waters •* when they 
build a gigantic army that can he used only for invasion# It f s not our 
defense - it's our starvation! Demonstrate against the war budget! A- 
gainst the militarization of industry! Against the M-day plans. 

THROW THE ARMY OUT OF YOUR FACTORY - BY DIRECT WORKEES ACTION! THROW 
TEE NAVY OUT OF YOUR RELIEF CHECK - ALL WAR FUNDS TO THE UNEMPLOYED . 

4ND KEEP ON FIGHTING! This is only the beginning. We'll see them try¬ 
ing to put over conscription here. We'll see them arresting workers 
as they do in France, for breathing a word against the murdet-machine. 
Bosses need war to save the rotten boss system. To smash their War ma- 
plans, we must smash the boss svstem and take over for otirselves. 

and w hen war c omes- 

MASS ACTION against the draft! If you want to see a "draft" in action, 
go down to the packinghouse, see them line up the cattle and send them 
n-n the chute to the guy with the hammer# When war comes, that 11 be 
US, w^th mchine-gunl and bombs in place of the hammer. Smash any at¬ 
tempt to railroad you into war. 

OUR ENEMIES are the U.S. bosses. They’re the pay-cutters, jailers, 
?™chSrfhafwa've known from birth. We have no use for their «n- 
nine so that they can sweat blood out of more workers in Asia and 
South America. We must use this war as a chance to beat our mainen- 
ew“ the capitalist class at home - to turn the imperialist war into 
a civil war for a workers’ council government. 

[- T- --{ 
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Communist Workers Group U.S. 
1539 North Paulina, Chicago,Ill 



















ORGANIZATIONS PARTICIPATING IN THE UNITED FRONT COIvMITTEE: 

Marxian Labor College; Box 5, 34 South Peoria Street 
Socialist Union Party, .£301 Boston. 1 .-••• , Road, New xor*City 
Revolutionary Workers £$ague (Revolt) 1808 West North. Avenue 
Plebian Forum. Si- South Peoria Street n . 

Revolutionary Workers League, (Fighting Worker) 1904 y/. Division ot t . 
Communist Workers Group, 1539 North Pattlina Street ^ 

Chicago Workers Security Federation ■(Unemployed) * Lisu o. ^ocais 
and meeting places follows: 

LOCAL NO. lEETim'PLACE . MEETING NIGHT 

y_1717 North Fairfield (church basement)—Mondays 

5 _955 West Grand (Chicago Commons)---Thursday 

6 _4030 South state---Mondays 

IS_Temporarily out of meeting place-Fridays 

23 _5700 South Prairie Avenue---Fridays 

35 _3201 South Wabash (settlement house)- -»*-Mondays 

35 _—_300 South Ha is ted (Hull House)------Mondays 

44 ____700 Oakyood Bird* (Lincoln Center,'4th-Floor) Fridays 

45—__--1714- West Madison (second Floor)-Tuesdays 

43 __45l East 35th Street-Tuesdays 

59 _,_3201 South Wabash (settlement House)-Thursday 

59 A-451 East 35th Street---Thursday 

50 _4144 South Parkway (basement)-Tuesdays 

_2649 South Lawndale-* 3 ^ Thursday 

(Please see other side) 



























THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IS PREPARING TO PLUNGE THE COUNTRY INTO WAR l 

DO NOT BE DECEIVED AGAINl • 

The war In Europe is not a war for honor or justice, for democracy and 
peace# It Is a war for PLUNDER and PRO?IT, for MARKETS and spheres, of 
influence* * It is a war between two rival bands of THIEVES--the Anglo- 
French rulers and'the German rulers—as to who shall have the undisputed 
right to exploit all the oppressed workers and peasants of Europe and 
to redivide the world markets. 


The UoS. government is preparing to goto war so that Morgan,Rockefeller, 
Du Pont and the rest can make the gigan’t'lc profits they made in the last 
World'War* The President has already declared a ” limited” state of emer¬ 
gency. Entrance into the war aoans as end to all workers’ rights* Prices 
are rising sky-high again®, whll# wag©$ remain the same* 


WORKERS HAVE NO STAKE IN THIS WAR 

W©, the working class, have nothing to gain from this war # .-Neither., the 
German, British, Prencg, Polish, Italian, Japanese, or any other working 
class is our enemy* We have no quarrel with them. 

REFUSE TO FIGHT in a capitalist war . such as the one in 1914-18 which 
killed 139*000 American soldiers and made 30,000 millionaires ! . 


REFUSE TO DIE so that the profit system which keeps us hungry and miser¬ 
able in peace time shall make super-profits out of our* dead bodies in 
war time* 


THE ANSWER TO THE WAsH PLANS OF THE ROOSEVELT GOVERNMENT IS A FIGHT 
^ FOR BETTER WORKING CONDITIONSl 

FOR TRADE UNION WAGES OF WPA1 
ALL WAR FUNDS TO THE UNEMPLOYED’. 

NOT A SOLDIER NOT A CENT FOR 11,3. WAR SCHEMES 1 


END THE PROFIT SYSTEMl 

ESTABLISH.A SYSTEM OF. PRODUCTION FOR USEl 
DEMONSTRATE AGAINST THE WARl ATTEND THE MEETINGSI 


North Side Ou t door Meeting; 

Newberry""S quare 

Clark and Walton Streets: 


Saturday Night, September 50th 
6 P.M. to 12 P.M. continuously 


South Side Indoor Meeting: 

Lincoln Center 
700 Oakwood Boulevard: 


Sunday Night, October 1st 

• 7:30 P.M. 


ADMISSION FREE GOOD.,SPEAKERS 

Issued by: UNITED FRONT COMMITTEE AGAINST THE WAR 

(Please see other side) 



































BY SPREADING THE WORKERS' REVOLUTION 


War is coming. We will be thrown into the trenches, 
get pay-cuts, "be gagged, Fight against bosses warl 


? WHAT'S BEHIN D THE H ITLER-STALIN PACT ? 

..The Soviet Union is a workers’ state* Among other 
things, it’s helped to cut out hate against race or 
color and make them equal. 

Why did Stalinism make a pact with Nazism, one of 
the worst race-haters? 


Such pacts weaken the Soviet workers. They are 
pushed thru by the boss class elements in the.Sov¬ 
iet Union who are struggling to smash the Soviets* 

DEFEND TH E SOVIE T UNION! ! / 

by SENDING AID Ta THOSE SOVIET WORKERS WHO EIGHT 
AGAINST THE BOSS ELEMENTS AND AGENTS, TO REGAIN 
FULL CONTROL BY THE WORKERS i 


. MEETIN G / 

\THURS,AUG. 31 <° E,ffi) 

i v • “7 “7 O V A 


712 W. TAYLOR\ 

speakers: X 

BILL YOUNG- 

-JOE HADLEY 


Read the 
WORKERS BANNER 
lOp a copy 


ADMISSION ERSEI 


Communist Workers 

Group | 
1539 North Paulina St. 
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pare the figures! a dozen rich men incorporated into the government 
machine, and 100,000 toilers added to the armed forces. 

This "limited emergency" activity is allegedly for national de~ 
fense and preserving "neutrality". The neutrality law - put into 
effect 2 days before the "limited emergency" - lays down restrict¬ 
ions on belligerent shipping, propaganda and financial activity, and 
an automatic arms embargo for all belligerents. 

Prom whom is the nation being "defended"? Are the U.S. imper- 
ialists afraid of a nation v/ithout a navy, without gold, capital or 
raw materials? Is the U.S. preparing against Germany? Or Italy, or 
Japan bogged down in China? 

The Real Line-Ups 

Since the Anglo-Prench imperialists control the seas and have a 
considerable base, they alone could "destroy our neutrality"; could 
even use the Panama Canal, let alone attack it; or could set up ef¬ 
fective propaganda and financial agencies in the U.S. The war moves 
of the president, the "neutrality" and arms embargo provisions, etc. 
are directed against British imperialism primarily. 

The U.S. is certain to become involved in the war. The funda¬ 
mental economic problem of the bosses is the inability of capitalism 
to combine its idle machines and idle workers. No economic commit¬ 
tees, pump-priming, budget balancing or money-juggling can help them 
to any extent. All these methods have been used and exhausted since 
1929. We still have the crisis, and no prospect of getting rid of 
it under capitalism. 

U.S. imperialists have only one hope. They must expand into 
new undeveloped lands which can absorb new capital and act as a mar¬ 
ket for basic industry. They must get colonies. But most of the 
colonies are owned or controlled by British and allied capitalists. 
Germany has none, and Italy next to none. Japan controls a large 
part of China, and is thus a factor of some importance; but a war to 
seize China is almost as much against England as against Japan, be¬ 
cause of the large British holdings there. The U.S. in China is a 
menace to the heart of the British empire, India, Malaysia and the 
East Indies. 

U.S. imperialism can only hope to save itself by attacking the 
British empire, reorganizing the whole world. That explains the_ o- 
therwise chaotic diplomatic and military moves. That explains their 
one-sided "neutrality" which - its opponents complain - gives Ger¬ 
many as much aid as a German Atlantic fleet could. Even if the arms 
embargo is lifted by the special session of Congress, the "cash-and- 
carry" rule will also be a hindrance to the Anglo-French bloc, to 
say nothing of the other restrictions which will continue. A repeal 
of the embargo is not a friendly stej? to England, but a use of Brit- 

(Continued on page 12) 
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As the imperialist v/ar goes on, the blows against . the Soviet 
Union are redoubled# It has been forced into the position of ally 
and aide of German imperialism* It is being forced to leave its 
Eastern frontier open for invasion# It has been made to take on the 
role of a U.S. tool in the world arena. Rut this will not last. In 
spite of the blows they have suffered, the workers still hold the 
decisive cards in Russia. And the show-down is approaching. 
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The Stalin-Hitler pact was no victory.for the Soviet Union. It 
was the outcome of a long chain of capitalist attacks and intrigues# 
In 1927, when the Stalinist burocraoy found its course at odds with 
the workers * interests, it looked for allies to keep the workers 
down and to maintain its special privileges# It found these, allies 
in the bourgeois elements in the Soviet Union, and in the imperia¬ 
lists abroad# But before long, these allies had become its masters. 

Internationally, Stalin’s policy has been to support U.S. imp¬ 
erialism in the hope of U.S. support. The U.S. forced it to do the 
dirty work of cementing an anti-British bloc, thereby American capi¬ 
talism could use Germany against England, to wear down its main ene¬ 
my. The pact essentially gives Germany a road across Asia to the 
munitions and supplies of the U.S., without which war lor any period 
would be impossible against Franbe and England. 

When it became apparent that Poland was falling back for a long 
struggle, and that winter might find Germany without a common front¬ 
ier with the USSR, the Soviet was forced.to invade Poland, and get 
rid of the obstacle. This thrusts Russia into the heart ol the nur— 
opean war, and leaves her open to imperialist attack. 


pastern Frontier Open 

In the meantime, troops are removed from the eastern front, 
where Japan menaces the Soviet Union# To be sure, Japan has signed 
a "truce" on the Mongolian fronts but Newsweek reports that Manchur-*.. 
ian railheads are clogged with men on their way to the Khalka area. 
So many men are not needed to guard a peaceful border# 

Internally,' the pact strengthens the bourgeois elements against 
the workers. The officers and "experts" are increased by swarms of 
new ones in connection with the commercial pact. The war increases 
their powers# Most important of all, the workers, as in other coun¬ 
tries, disgusted by the treachery of the foreign policy, become de¬ 
moralized# 

As the USSR becomes more closely involved in the war, the dan- 
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ger will grow* To the bloody intervention of the enemy imperialist 
will be added the "cold” intervention of the "allied" imperialists* 
Supplies will be sent to Stalin - at a price* Troops will be sent 
in to "protect*' Russia - but will do their "protecting" in their own 
bourgeois way* The internal counter-revolution will organize to 
strike swiftly, while aid of all sorts is at hand. 

Against this, reports from the Soviet front are highly promis¬ 
ing, though unclear. Soviet troops, ordered to take Polish soldiers 
prisoner, appear to be simply disarming them and sending them home. 
Despatches that the peasants in the new areas have been stopped from 
••destroying" the estates, conflict with despatches that peasants’ 
committees are taking over the estates. The Red Army soldiers seem 
to pay more attention to the revolution than to their officers* 

For, however manoeuvered into it, any war of the Soviet Union 
is fundamentally a revolutionary war. The imperialist agents who 
head the Red Army know that they ride the whirlwind. They know that 
under them are men organized and ready to use the war to spread the 
revolution, and thus turn the war into one which is essentially di¬ 
rected against all imperialism. They will dc all in their power to 
head this off. Already there are reports from Moscow that some sort 
of unprepared "collectivization" drive will be made, which might 
turn the peasants against the Red Army. 

The Workers’ Road 

The road for the workers is to fight to democratize the Red Ar¬ 
my, break the power of the officers' corps, and reestablish the fti-> 
diers’ soviets. The army must be used to spread the revolution, to 
expropriate the exploiters in town and country, and the old tactics 
of disciplined fraternization used to break the enemy morale. Be¬ 
hind the lines, the Soviet workers must break the power.of the coun¬ 
ter-revolution, by building the soviets again, democratizing and us¬ 
ing the unions and mass organizations. Workers’ control must be re¬ 
established in industry, distribution and government, and enforced 
by workers’ guards. A clean sweep must be made of the bourgeois el¬ 
ements and Stalinist traitors who nest in the government today. 

Such a policy will bring into action the international working 
class. The final weapon of the workers’ state against the imperial¬ 
ists is the workers' revolution in the imperialist country. The on¬ 
ly real defense of the Soviet Union is spreading the October Revolu¬ 
tion and wiping out the Soviet’s enemies. For this task, _the Marx¬ 
ist party must be built in the Soviet Union, to load the fight there 
and to fight for a Fourth Communist International. 

The best defense of the USSR and the best weapon against the 
capitalist offensive is workers' action here. Insofar as we fight 
U.S. war plans and weaken Roosevelt’s machine, we will hamper and 
hamstring the anti-Soviet campaign. Insofar as we fight U.S. imper¬ 
ialism, we will bring aid to the Soviet workers* (Sept 25, 193i 






Workers are net taking this war as they did the last one. At 
the outbreak of the last war, violent patriotism swept the workers 
and peasants. In Britain, Germany, Pranoe, they marched t» battle 
singing. In Russia, the momentary wave of war spirit broke a grow¬ 
ing strike movement. Nowhere do we see that reaction today. 

On the contrary, workers* action seems to increase. Reports of 
sporadic outbreaks come from Germany. This seems to be a continua¬ 
tion of the wave of job-strikes just before the war* In Britain, 
bosses must get permits to renew contracts with workers, or to hire 
new ones. This job straightjacket shows how much British bosses 
fear that workers will use :the war labor ’’shortage" to farce better 
conditions. 

Sven before the U.S. is in the war, the Washington Times-Des «-■ 
patch reports (Sept 9) that ICnudsen of General Motors may get a spe¬ 
cial post in the Commerce Department, to "coordinate" labor and in¬ 
dustry, and to take over the work cf the NLRB. The moves show that 
U.S, capital expects a big workers’ reaction against war; ICnudsen’s 
appointment shows what strong action will be taken against labor. 

Amsterdam and its Satellites 

The response of the world "leaders" of labor to this working- 
class ferment is as always: try to crush it or to derail it._ No of¬ 
ficial statement of the Amsterdam International_of Labor Unions has 
yet been made public. But its members are giving its line in ac¬ 
tion. In Prance, Jouhaux is beating the war drums as he did in ’14, 
calling on the workers to fight for French imperialism; 

The British union misleaders went even further. When Chamber- 
lain reported delays in the German negotiations, Greenwood oi the 
Labor Party sprang to his feet and "spoke for Pngland", demanding 
immediate war. He got loud cheers from the Tory benches. Greenwood 
is supposed to represent the British unionists in Parliament-: 

Only in America did the union leaders veer to the "left", Lew¬ 
is and Green arose successively to "denounce" Roosevelt’s war poli¬ 
cy. But they roared as gently as any dove. They did not denounce 
the war "budget. They did not call for workers 1 action. Their repJ.y 
to the bonfire that the workers had lit under them, was to steer the 
workers down the blind alley of "neutrality". 

The Labor and Socialist International is disbanding for the du¬ 
ration of the war, as in 1914; but its member parties are keeping up 
the bad work. The French Socialist leaders are busily organizing 
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"national unity 1 ' for the mass murder. In Amerioa the Socialists and 
their Lovastcnite hrethern spread the slogan: "Me Blackout for A- 
mericai" U.3. imperialism has carried out scmeof its deadliest 
moves under cover of this ''neutrality 1 ' that they fight for. 

It's? An Old Stalin Custom 

The Third International’s course beggars description. While 
the Communist Parties were shouting for peace and democracy, Stalin 
knocked the props from under them with, the Hitler-Stalin pact, which 
threw the war crisis into its final stage. 

The final explanation was that the pact put Hitler and Chamber- 
lain at each other's throats while the Soviet Union, remained neu¬ 
tral. Immediately -this was issued, Stalin invaded Poland. A Chica¬ 
go Stalinist meeting calling for the defense of Poland and demanding 
that Britain and Prance fight harder, coincided with Molotov’s dec¬ 
laration that Poland no longer exists and that he had advisedPPhland 
not to fight at all. 

The Stalinists have managed to call for the defense of Poland 
against their own invasion, to support Baladier’s war which willl 
probably become war against the Soviets. Their French section ?s 
smashed. Their contribution has been wholesale betrayal of the Sov¬ 
iet Union and the demoralisation of thousands of workers. 

Their American party is in the strongest position. Since_U.S. 
bosses are the hardest-pressing force of world capitalism. in the 
USSR today, the local wing of the Moscow burocracy can find sale 
ground in 10C^ support to Roosevelt. Browder is left shouting for a 
policy which even Green and Lewis have had to drop icr the time. 

Other Forces and Their Reactions 

The stalinist fellow-travelers are denouncing the pact, and 
moving to unqualified support of the war-mongers. Thousands of bon- 
est workers wtio have "been disoriented "by the pact are'now. following 
these syndicated Joshuas into the corral of the H democratio" capit¬ 
alists. Seme of these workers, however, will see through the ''lib¬ 
eral” traitors and tur ; n to the left. 

But if stalinist workers do turn left, it won't be due to the 
London-Amsterdam Buro (or rather, its remains) or to Trotsky's ”4th 
International”. The wreck of the London Buro has. grouped around the 
only strong parties lefts the British Independent Labor Party and 
the French Pivert group. 

Both these groups disgraced themselves even before the.war. 
Pivert's line was given away by his henchman cdlinet at the Pivert 
convention in April. . He favors "a bloc with the bourgeois demo¬ 
crats”, for "German fascism is the most dangerous enemy”. He con¬ 
demns the patriotism of the bourgeois, hut not that of the peasant 
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cr worker". This is a blueprint for betrayal. 

As for the ILP, its leader Maxton has given it away. In the 
storm cf denunciations when Chamberlain delayed declaring war, Max- 
ton rcse...to defend Chamberlain, and point cut how much more honor¬ 
able the delay made Britain f s position in the war J In the last war 
the ILP called for peace but fought against any real move to fight 
against the war. It will go even further today. 

The Trotskyite House Of Cards 

The "4th International 1 ' is sadly dilapidated. With its French 
section inside the Pivert group, its only real section is in the US. 
Trofcsky.Jiaa gften. statedfthat he stands for "revolutionary defeatism 
in Germany, political opposition to war in Prance”. That means in 
effect left support to capitalist democracy. 

In the U.S., the Socialist Workers Party puts this line into 
action: "Let the People Vote On Warl" Its agitation is for the Lud¬ 
low Amendment. Plebiscites never stopped war, and never will. A 
referendum would just give the bosses another election to rig. And 
the results could be waved as a "peoples mandate for the war". 

The anarchist movement is following a social-pacifist course. 
Already some prominent anarchists are turning to support of the gov¬ 
ernment "against the fascists'. The anarchist opposition to any 
kind of state leads to support of the bosses. In Spain, they pre¬ 
ferred a "weak" boss state to a revolution for a strong workers' 
state; no wonder some of them openly do so again. 

Most important of the smaller groups is the "Provisional Con¬ 
tact Commission", set up under the domination of the Revolutionary 
Workers League. Supposedly a contact commission, this outfit has 
discipline which makes it an international buro based on a 14-point 
political program. 

The 14 Points omit completely the economic basis of capitalist 
decay and the progressive role cf the workers in economy. In the 
USSR, it is blind to the menace of counter-revolution, which has 
taken over control of many state organs and organizes its forces 
both inside and outside the state structure. It considers the only- 
internal menace to be the Stalinists and such bourgeois elements as 
are in the Stalinist machine. It does not even call for a new party 
in the Soviet Union. 

The program completely omits analysis of the war drive and.of 
the imperialist realignments. After war was on, the Commission is¬ 
sued its first public- statement on war. It had a false analysis of 
the boss line-ups, amd laid down no line of workers’ action other 
than an abstract call to fraternize and revolt. 

The 14 Points omit the political concepts of agrarian work, il- 
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legal structure, parliamentary activity and the struggle for a world 
trade union center. They emit the concept that members must apply 
the world program tc all their work, and that a struggle against re¬ 
visionism must go cn within the member groups. The errors of omis¬ 
sion and commission make the Commission left centrist. 

This is doubly unfortunate, since sc far as is known, its Germ** 
an and British sections were Marxist* It is tc be hope! that they 
will fight this false set-up, and wither smash it or break free. If 
they fail to fight, the Commission’s centrist basis will wreck them. 


The only read against war is to fight the home bosses, whether 
or not that leads tc the temporary 'victory 1 ’ of the "enemy", and to 
build this struggle up tc the overthrow of capitalism and a workers' 
government. But this fight must have a basis. Before long, we will 
see militant actions at the front and at home in the warring nations 
and revolutionary outbreaks in the colonies. These fights and the 
organizations that are built in them are the heart of the revolut¬ 
ionary struggle. The revolutionist must prepare and push the stru* 
ggle, bind together and give a perspective of power to the workers’ 
action; I/hat' is needed is an international leadership. It will on¬ 
ly be built in the struggle. Thsofar as pretest strikes, munitions 
stoppages, anti-war action at the front can be got moving, Marxists 
can built up their groups and cement world ties. But above all, we 
must organize and agitate for class action against the war. That is 
the read to the Fourth communist International” there is no other. 

Sept 24, 1*33 


' 100,000 ADDED TO ARMY 

. . (Continued from page 5) 

ish trade to build up the J. 3 . aircraft and munitions industries tor 
use against England. 


What will this war be fought for? Tc give the U.S. bosses mil¬ 
lions more colonial workers to exploit, to turn the whole ot South 
America into an open colony of 'Jail 3t, to win the right of exclus- 
ive oppression of the Chinese masses. Especially will the U.o. wor* 
to smash the first workers state - the Soviet Union. 


The workers must not support this war. Their need is served 
only be overthrewing the imperialist war-makers and concluding peace 
as soon ae possible. This can only be done by working to turn the 
war into a civil war, by working for the defeat oi U.S. bosses by 
revolutionary action. The main enemy is the capitalist class who 
ait °afe at home. ¥e must work for the defeat ol this marp enemy, 
ever* if it means the temporary victory of the "enemy", ^or our vic¬ 
tor over our bosses here will speed the victory our tallow-work¬ 
ers in uniform in the opposing trenches over taeir main enemy, their 

master-class. 3ep t ^ 1939 
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BUILD VANGUARD IN 

ACTION 

The U.3. high command is meeting today* Not at the War QETice, 
ner the Navy Building. In Wall St and LaSalle St, in Washington and 
Detroit, the masters of America watch the tickers that spell out 
production of steel and tortured death of men. They are the capit¬ 
alists. They are the high command. 

Out from Washington.runs a network stretching across the world* 
The steel mills, canneries, chemical plants are rationalizing for 
war production. In Mexico, the generals are drilling the unionists 
for the army, in Y^ashington, clerks punch the card machines with¬ 
in the Social Security office, filing tfe for the draft to cone. 

We are fighting an army, the army of death. If the workers are 
to live, we must build international workers’ unity against the war, 
and smash Roosevelt’s national unity for war. We must defeat the 
army of death and cruBh its Wall St GHQ forever into the dust. 

Build the Vanguard Party 

But for that we need our own leadership - one that is rooted in 
the class and built by struggle for workers’ demands. We need a re¬ 
volutionary party. None such exists. The Third International sup¬ 
ports the imperialist war-mongers. The parties of the Second Inter¬ 
national _are_supporting their imperialist governments. But we need 
an organization to lead us to workers’ power* 

There are groups that expect t# build the party at the confer¬ 
ence table. The League for a Revolutionary Workers Party has prop¬ 
osed what it calls a ’’New Zimmerwald", a conference where all the 
left groups will unite by sinking their points of difference. The 
Revolutionary Workers- League (Fighting Worker) wants everyone to u- 
nite on its 14-Point Contact Commission program. The latest of 
these, the Revolutionary Workers League (Revolt), proposes unity on 
one point: an abstract program ’’against war”, and nothing more* 

They are ready to forget the problem of how to build the party, 
how to take ptwer, how to fight against Roosevelt’s flank attack on 
the Soviet Union. Revolt is ready to give up the slogan of "Defend 
the Soviet Union”; the LRV/P has already abandoned it. The 14 Points 
do not even mention struggle against the bourgeois counter-revolut¬ 
ion which is organizing outside the Stalinist burocracy in the USSR. 
Our task, says Revolt for instance, is to fight war, and the hell 
with Russia* That sort of "unity” is worthless* 

The result of such "unity” would he an organization that could 
only agitate on a basis so minimum that it would leave out an anal¬ 
ysis of the enemy’s strategy, the platform for the day-to-day work. 
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For none of the groups agree on what the war is about, what are the 
concrete steps to fight it. It would, be a talk-shop or a publish-* 
ing house. 

It is a good way to shirk the job of working out and putting, a- 
cross a line for workers* action# If U.s* revolutionists must main¬ 
tain their "unity" by standing idle while U.S. bosses push counter¬ 
revolution and intervention against the workers’ state, to hell with 
such eggshell "unity". An outfit that can’t even attempt to defend 
the Soviet Union is no revolutionary vanguard party. 

We need a Marxist party in the U.S., to lead us in the fight a- 
gainst the Wall St GHQ. We need a world party to lead us in strug¬ 
gle against, all the Wall Sts and Washingtons, the London and Berlin 
high commands of the class enemy# You won’t get that by giving 
up Marxist principles in exchange for more members. You need a 
strong, centralized party that knows just what it wants and how it’s 

to be done. 


Workers Ready For Action 

If the revolutionists can work out such a line and stick to it, 
the working class will be ready* It was ready in Germany and Spain, 
in China and France, while the so-called "revolutionists" were more 
interested in getting unity at the expense of Marxist principles. 
We have paid for that "unity" in blood. 


The Communist Workers Group is f®r uniting the revolutionists 
in action. It will discuss with any worker or.group.on the.basis of 
its platform. It will unite with any group with which basic agree¬ 
ment can be reached* 3ut it will not give up its revolutionary pro¬ 
gram for any "gain" in members. We want unity, to strengthen the 
force working for the platform of proletarian revolution,. Unity 
that doesn't do that works against workers’ action, not for it. 


Your job is to join with us, help us fight on the line that can 
■hnildThe Marxist party. Join the Communist Workers Group. Build 
the international party, the Communist Fourth International. And u- 
nite the revolutionists in the struggle against the tosses. We need 
revolutionary unity for vietory, not a united defeat. 9 


The allied governments kave dropped their "democratic" masks: 

France: Decree rule, 15;' war tax on all wages, ^Communist ^ Party 
outlawed, militants and radical workers jailed. 100> Censorship. 
England: Decree rule, huge taxes on workers’ incomes, universal^eo- 
nscription, secret arrests and trials. Complete censorship. Col¬ 
onies ruled by decree: r.ll English dominions have also "curtailed 
democracy". "Gentleman’s agreement" to bar election campaigns. 

All this, of course, as part of the struggle against dictatorship I 
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CLASS ACTION W 



BUILD COMMITTEES OF STRUGGLE 


The bosses are cashing in on the war* heavy industry stocks 
are jumping. Steel is opening more mills. Aircraft plants plan ex¬ 
pansion. International Harvester and John Deere & Co, are so sure 
prices will skyrocket, that they are booking no orders for delivery 
after Jan. 1 at present prices. This is only the beginning* 


Where are the profits coming'from? The answer is in every gro¬ 
cery store in the country. Wages stay down, while prices go up. Ar¬ 
tificially-produced "scarcity'* is used to jack food prices. And in 
the factories, v/crkers are sped up to war production tempo. Price- 
jumps and speed-up both mean the same thing* you work more, and get 
less* They are as effective wage-cuts as any other* 

Workers must fight back. Already, auto and packing-house work¬ 
ers are getting into action against the bosses. Marine workers are 
demanding higher pay for the greater risks they run. They have been 
held back and pushed around by the misleaders. But they and thous¬ 
ands of other workers will find only one answer to the war rackets 
Organize and strike! 

That means action against the war plans. The base of any war 
is the industrial plant at home. Roosevelt has been lining up the 
factories i'or M-Day, pushing through wage-straight jackets, setting 
up a strike-breaking hiring-hall system on the waterfront - precise¬ 
ly to see that we make plenty of munitions, and make them cheap* 

Y/orkers action against the wage-cut is, workers action against 
the war-drive. s There*s no in-between. Labor will have to fight the 
government’and "the united capitalist class on all fronts, for they 
will, attack it on all fronts* It must put forward a concrete pro¬ 
gram and start action on it* The main demands nationally are* 

A Platform of Action 

Against the "loyalty'* affidavits for Y/PA workers - For workers’ 
rights »f free speech, press and assembly! 

All war funds to the unemployed - Against the giant war budget! 

Against the M-Day plans! Against the militarization of industry! 

Demonstrate against U.S militarism - against the CCC, ROTC, CMTC! 

Protest strikes in the munitions industry! 

Y/crkers embargo on munitions shipments -- Strike war shipments! 

i 

Can a fight be organized for this program? Yes, it can. In 
1925, when Prance attacked the Moroccan natives, Pranch labor get 
its unions into the fight, to call pretest strikes, and stop arms 
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shipments. It built unite! fronts cf the unions, the mass organiza¬ 
tions, the political groups, to call demonstrations and organize 
protests for concrete demands, Factory and neighborhood committees 
of workers were built to carry on the fight. 

The French bosses came out cf that fight looking like the cat 
had dragged them in - because the workers hit them where it hurts. 
A million pretests ’’against war” haven’t ma.de an imperialist sc much 
as hesitate* But it’s a different question when you 'kick the boss 
ia the pocket-book with a protest strike, and slap on a workers’ em¬ 
bargo* 

The committees built up in the fight against war preparations 
will be the heart and backbone of the workers * fight when the U.S. 
goes to war* Revolutionary defeatism isn’t an abstraction. It’s a 
aeries of concrete steps - cutting off munition supplies by strikes 
and workers action at home; working at the front against the tyran¬ 
nic army discipline, for fraternization with the "enemy” workers-in*- 
uniform* It means strikes and demonstrations against the draft, to 
thr»w the M-Day schemes out of gear. 

And the fight that can do this, that can turn the imperialist 
war into war against the bosses, must start today* The fight to 
build up the workers’ organizations that can take power must start 
today. Revolution begins at home, in action against the boss* 

Chicago" demonstration orga nized 


Chicago, Sept 26 - Workers’ anti-war feeling has found expression in 
a united front which is calling 2 demonstrations against Roosevelt’s 
war plans. 29 , 000 leaflets are out, calling workers to answer the 
war plans by a fight for "Better working conditions, trade union wa¬ 
ges on WPAl All war funds to the unemployed! Not a man, not a cent 
for U.S. war schemes!" 

The united front includes the Marxian Labor College, Socialist 
Union Party, the 2 Revolutionary Workers Leagues, and the Communist 
Yforkers Group. Especially important is the inclusion of the Chicag* 
Y/orkers Security Federation, an unemployed organization with about 
59C members, and the Plebian Forum, a workers’ educational center of 
long standing. 

Wnfirtunately, false positions negate much of the front’s val¬ 
ue. A motion that the united front’s basis be struggle against the 
war plana was defeated f only the CWG and Plebian Forum voting for 
it. Instead, the united front’s basis is opposition to the war as 
an imperialist war, "and we fight for the overthrow of U.S. capital¬ 
ism before, during and after the U.S. enters the war." 

This is a complete misunderstanding of the united front, A un¬ 
ited front is a joint action of outfits differing in program and 
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purpose. The united front committee is merely to direct that action 
and ha3 nc "business outside of it. A united front cannot overthrow 
capitalism; the struggle against capitalism as a whole can only he 
led hy the Marxist vanguard. 

The only result cf the motion carried is tc cut the united 
front off from many workers who aren't ready yet to overthrow capit¬ 
alism, hut who are itching to plant a good swing on the war drive. 
It is a step toward forming a '’League Against War and Fascism", 

The united front has had an uneven development. It has carried 
its errors further, banning political attacks on groups in the unit¬ 
ed front from the united front platform. It has banned signs other 
than its own banner from the demonstrations. These are steps toward 
making the united front, net a unity in common struggle, but an org¬ 
anization exerting discipline over its members. 

On the other hand, there is resistance to this current. The 
demonstrations new under way have, for the most part, been organized 
as rallying-centers for action. The committee defeated proposals to 
turn itself into a permanent body. It will meet after the 2 publio 
meetings, to decide whether there is further specific action to be 
taken. 


Two Roads Open 

After the demonstrations, the united front’s fate will be deci¬ 
ded. Will it extend its errors? If it confines itself to organiz¬ 
ing propaganda meetings "against war", it will become a permanent 
anti-war organization. It will be a one-point party. It would be¬ 
come an obstacle to workers’ unity for action* 

But if the united front presses forward on .the line of concrete 
action, it can do great work. It must adopt a platform of immediate 
demands, and organize workers’ demonstrations for these demands. It 
must net confine itself to general rallies. In conjunction with u- 
nemployed groups and workers, a demonstration for all war funds to 
the unemployed must be organized. It must agitate for workers' ac- 
tisn^in the factories, for factory and neighborhood workers * councils 
to fight against the war plans. 

Workers must press for immediate action. Workers’ organizati¬ 
ons must join the united front, and work for a platform cf struggles 
against the war plans. If the working class can make this united 
front an organizer and coordinator of anti-war action, it will have 
forged one of the most important weapons in the fight. 

Blackouts, widely, heralded as protections against air-raid, have led 
to the wrecking of crowded troop-trains, and to a jump in the acci¬ 
dent-rate in the warring nations. It protects the munitions plants 
and government offices very nicely, though. 









